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mm 1« wanting to rumtii tit funds* 
nontol concepts of e broad discioilne like 
r ■ . toe ■. ore , r , t- 

iKllttctait has always grown from the existing 
culture* It has grows from the oaiitisal, 
aesthetic mm spiritual precepts of that 
culture-* So it would see* that a study of 
the funeeaeatis would torn a study of the 
political, ehsthetle and spiritual realities 
of the existing culture is an atleapt to 
discern those points fro® which architecture 
arises* However to r= is cjqsn tain.. tout is -sore 
basic to architecture than such a far ranging 
t heore tical critique and that is toe part of 
to# arci,.!. tectural ieei ..lino that derives its 
for® frOiJ* the eubconeious urges la ovary people 
•ho build to make their buildings pleasing to 
the senses and functionally workable at the 
suae tl;ae. 

oimn 

erut&nding of that architecture is, are necessary. 

.. ’ a Ol-f > , . C-isiUKClOUC 

design of aonaatental art works by a professional 
body oi msu who hold an esoteric knowledge not 
closely related to the population as a whole, 
then buildings arising fro® the culture of the 

for their everyday needs Is not architecture* 
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I consider till# to be a aarro* view* 

AroaltMturo to a popular subject, in ia.iia 
ell who mould the built or landscaped porta 
of our ®nvir:mmat t is a broader and sorts sat¬ 
isfying concept. It is one held by may rer?o- 
weed arc.lteote who have advised their students 
to study saob ftmdomeatal expr^saioa. 
bet m quote too of tbs all Um greats as examples. 


"The true basis for any serious study of the 
art of arc hi tee ture lies with those indigenioua 
store tunable bullrings everywhere that are to 
architecture what folklore is to literature or 
folksong to nasi* and with which academic 
architecta are seldom concerned.. 

them aany folk structure® are of the soil* 
natural, although often alight their virtue 
is inwinrtely related to the atfiroaewt and 
to the heart life of the people. Functions 
are usually truthfully consieved end rendered 
invariably with sutural feeling. Result© are 
often beautiful and ■ Iways instrue tive M 

frank ULoyd Wright. 

the Sorereinty of the Intilvl uai. 


•architecture today is no longer concious of &.« 

own hegirifiliigs** 


Corbusier 

towards a new architecture. 
Such study then must be relevant t© architecture in 
It® broaaest definition. irohiteetore as soee- 
'itiug to be haoistt and controlled by everyens 
rother th a an elitist group of professionals 
and their following critics and adsiirere, run-- • soatally 
reex-irains 1 with a. broad head of the public, participating 
ia tm ooot effective Banner po aiblo. 
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The questions of research and presestatioa/ 
eo wuiitcc felon art oae. The manner ta which the 
■ - - . 1 : ... . - *. . , 

It Is ec tioa that must follow the theory and 
the tlMtnUeal analyst® should lead to practical 
sag notions (ancient chines© saxia.) so the 
presentation of any study will be asst effective 
if it ©as suggest practical actions to people 
who are in a position to be able to take such 
action©. The re • or such emphasis is placed 

on action is that experience of a real environmental 

guotiv P'fcbsoSt 

situation is the o&ly way to folly know, understand 
and ultimately change that situation, 
the part of the population that can take things 
to such practical extremes is that section 

Cj ■ JUiy :.:"5 : L ” ... f-. I O Y % , : - 

of like sdnd (if not age) who can understand 

Research should therefore be directed towards 
those who can make moot effective are of it now. 

This hoes not mean that the study is not relevant 
to the population as a whole bat poly that research 
os the basic real level® can on y be done by 
those who are physically able and mentally into 
it. The result® of such export vents east be critically 
ex sifted and reaffirmed on m broader scale. An 
example of how tills process works my be seen 
ta the essssaes of the western world from whose 
successes and failures, possibilities of a better 













































altaraati™ ut. .tyU b. by „o*u 

»a a whole. 

It «a® stated la tte Ilf at paragraph that * critical 
reaseaeaae** «MU to*d a broad cultural critique. 
AUtou^* I have triad to avoid detailed theoretical 
*** ideological digressions of stileli I a* not 
aqulppeo to be onefully capable, ear tala biases 
m unavoidable* m* 9 #mn has their ova cultural 
viewpoint allien becouca avldant in any action 
they aafce» ftaeli of tla fallowing attempts to 
clarify ay Utatc and giv# ay mrgmvmmt mam 
JWticaal* rathar titan a purely i*»- 
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Ete ori ; iual idea of doing tills work was sot 
wkolljF the geauji of a logically or literally 
progressed toot aw» frost oany experiences, 

iatarMts «ad divers© information that has cob® 
to mm »m a generalist design student searching 
for a radical anti ©holistic approach to architectural 
casino* th* first ©action * ^* - * backgrc ^^a< 3» ,, ^ "^ ••• — 
discusses then® Interests. 

TnaOiVas A® sell a® 4^fc origin® Sfcw-xfca of the scrap book 

are o*lti various and un pacific. talking generally 
It is possible to place its alas In a single 
context by saying that they all Intend to service 
those who are looking for as alternative to our 
society as it sow- exists. The characteristics 
of society that lead a® to believe reappraisal 
is urgently needed, are discussed in the next 
section contextual critiques. 

Freo these consideration© alas for a efcudy grew. 

And were rationalised into various points as 
the investigation proceeded. Guided on an 
intuitive level «?y an urge to supply a true vie# 
of something that seess self evidently basic 
mnA sswtoa to all pea^lc ami yst was 
The next section states ay ai mm and discusses 


each of thea. 
























Is baa already been, mentioned method cannot be 
separated fro* sia 'with a tral.y holistic study* 
fto process is a unity lm concept to feedback, 
aad lsarnlag* lbs asst section briefly discusses 
soa»© of tfee aor# formative aspects of the proca ses 
lav olvod. 

Finally ibsbs 1® a concluding section and feifclio- 
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f*ttl»lic facilities that are freely available 
The Implication ei euen sareiaJjw 

& *£ *z a at * -a *> *k a* a * -.» ^ *s* at, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . > . .. . 


• a * * # * * * * * a a * a * * « 5 *********** * * * # *•*«**»«*** 


*h®» public services are pwlfirt free tk»; aftsi 
worts well* even within the content of a cos petitles 
rather than co opera tire society. Such examples 
of distribution without barriers of ooney or barter 
lead m to conclude that It is not Idealistic 
to work for a system in which the majority of 



services are available freely to those who have 


need of them. Examples of su*a service® that 


libraries* beaches, poblic x ^'' 

NNr' 


operate sow are* 


toilets* part® of the health1 service * mstam 
and galleries, stre-t lighting, bicycle riding* 
roads and pathways, the blood donation* parks, 
and tweens* drinking rater fount -ins and so on* 
Is the United States of Arserica one is paid 



aoney for donating blood supplies to the national 


blood baa.:* i comparative study of our 



Quantity of the- English blood bank was far 


attributed to the fact that with the Aaericoa 
system poor people whose blood was* for one reason 
or another* not of very good quality would lie 
about previous illness and m on so that their 
blood would bo accepted and they would get the 
mmm$ ttesb they needed * The dfUtf* r<H|wrd ays tew 


























that Operates to Ba .lane, apart fro® Uie custom ry 
tea, biscuits anil hour off ■work, la the abstract 
one of a fooling that one is eoatrlbstiag to 
soaottdbm useful in society* Seoethis& that 
everybody nfloretaods. ..the*, .mar, .need to ass in 
th-2 future soaotino. 

She implications of stteh findings aro that people 
la a situation of sufficient supply ■sill act In 
a self or., airing far..ion if • suitable act? >fck 
anc? rich information services are available. 
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** adrairaiioii of the vernacular aittlMttei 
with relation to buiJ I4tm for®® 


«a« adders self-built and their like, 

TTT’ttt .ftt?;t'ttf,r.T 

•**••**•••* ■* e9^9 m. meemm-m*eemme* 


******* 


Britain has a coaplex geology with sayykinds 
of roci-i. This -gives rise to a variety of 
building aaterlal which in turn gave way to * 
rich vocabulary of traditional building forms 
derived from the moot suitable aatcrlal* of that 
district. Alaost invariably the vernacular building 
fits '-/oil .into the landscape and feels good* 

Sven obviously ugly buildings of this type have 
& feeling of belonging that is comforting, &ost 
of these admirable- buildings were JELaimed without 
architects of outside professional specialists 
anc^ay ^/^ of^thaa oat per fora the average speculatively 
bulltj/clalet of today* For exaaple the thick 
■ad Mila of a eornish cob cottage retain heat 
in the winter and are cool in the summer toa 


auen greater extent than, an Hi* cavity brick ^ <»*«**. 

wall. ^ * v ' Wa 


Trie people who- built these dwellings would aost 


usually work closely with the land in the locality 
and be well aware of the potentials of locally 
available materials. Practice of forcing shelters 
ir/> sue materiel® would be obtained it 




















auklng of sheds and the like for a ,ricultural 
and horticultural purposes, this practice Is 
still to be seen on allotments nowadays where 
the allotaent holder pats stereo of all kinds 
Of locally available materials. 

A rseent nperime that 1 Sad sales. ties In 
closely with them® Is the discovery of a shanty 
village just outside Overton near lewcastl# la 
County Parham* There were nearly one hundred 
houses all built fey people from all kinds of 
common sat,;rials. Many war® based os a structure 
that was once mobile, such as the old type of 
fairground caravan. These had bees extended 
in all sinner of ways, patios, verandas, 
lesntee% solans, and eo on had haws added* The 
e/c of fosns and colour 

devised was truly sxtreldiaary and gave a® a 
great deal of faith in the ability of modern 
mao to fashion his house with as mmmh skill and 
arts as peo ;!e of old. 

Q^XfnpWs — iWjpVsAc*, oaWe^jS. 
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this place is available on loan from the 
AA slide literary. 














Inter rclatedness of all things. & solo ,■ leal 
r ! . i » i-i. eLc::r (or t L; \ fc 

dangerous) to study otto discrete subject 
i*e, fundamental. «tt®lter)on its own. 



Rigid categories can only lead to conflict in area 
for which the category coos not hold completely 
true. Categories are artificially constructed 
groupings of tbinge that Help us understand the 
world and communication with others. So categories as an 
-rt.Liicia’i id guoj.U: co aev fc:.-cy re 

architecture arises from the construction of buildings 
for various purposes. The buildings are intimately 
connected *itb their purpose and infact until modern 
■ ‘ es i ! .> in tx ■■ Ij connect-, d witn it.j lot; -.1 eco ay. tc'i. 
This when looking at buildings on a fundamental level 
it- La i u >>rt ot to o* Llorc j cv;,i .-'.. 3 . aa. 

This feeling of interrelatedness is sot easy to 
communicate in words and at one level it is almost 
a spiritual faith. The buddhist vfop&SJMtoOG articulate 
tills concept aost clearly and it has re—emerged is 
recent years from the study of ecology whore it can 
be seen in more practical way a* A change in one 
part of the world has repercussions throughout* 

The role of any specialist is only a vehicle to be 
used aa convenient and it always seemed dangerous 
to regard architecture as something separate from 
life as a whole, which is talked 









aimst is «b ^rchtteetaral Jargon. that seess 
to me to he mare worthy of lifelong mrsait i© 

• • • '■ is . si-. . ■ 

of everyday life. As architecture that belacg® 
to people* because it is produced fey thoa and 
eoatrolled fey them. I mm the role of the 'architect* 
as a stimulator aaci experimenter, explorer and 
inspector* Sonsone able to develop possible 
fora© and techniques farther md farther# 




















People having the possibility of hawing sere 
centrol/osy la their everyday llveo, with particular 
resold to Information * 

* * ****** * * ♦ * * * * * * * * * * * •♦• * * * «♦**#**-**♦♦♦ * « * * m m m * ♦ * # * * * 

Could people boodle the informs ..ion necessary 

to comprehend and gala control of their everyday 

- f a 

life or Is It necessary to bave sffttsllsii and 
experts to Interpret oar everyday need® In terns 

& *«* 

of oar technology? the critical question here 

Is surely t e level of technology. It la sell 

known how everyone built hi© ova dwelling la 

the old days and if he- did*at do the job completely 

liaise! f than it waft a 1 aca.! cruftaaan who Idlcl. 

If the level ©f technology Is designed to minimise 

the need for specialisation for Its as® and 

aelatanance , then -the eoftjsaalty as a whole 

any take prt la the operation of toe technology. 

The division of labour and knowledge may be 

reduced* labour and Information would Ideally 

have the toUoolBg eharacterlotlco. 

1* flexibility during seasonal changes 
and after technical in; ovation® 
or cultural reorientation. 

2. Possibility for individuals to do work 
they enjoy stoat of the tine and be 
creatively Involved In their work. 

3« Hfttatesftaco of sufficient production. 

4. Sharing of chores *ad uoporular ork. 




















Tm in forastM.m ^ letrl^xton Imolmu imro im 
mt ** MMMf coup, im m U n first .... 
***** 8e0iS * ** »+* *• U» support of ***** 
life function*. the lofera&Uoii require 
es that People algkt reader Uwseelv** useful 
wlttola tteas fanatic*., is *** lar^e eoapared 
wcaplexlty of oat average y*st ^ 
***** setting serosa a city) and the auatorous 
sacte sad figures learnt off by heart during 
the usual 10 year saieiaua schooling period. 

fila akiU « ■**•* V**i»U would acquire ,-> g hf 
m&&k StJt&MB as* 
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Shelter -.uildlgg. 


food 

-if, ii-i .;. i00C .VJC g;l . ;, 

8tonsil «ad tool aa&afactore. 


and 


eiapte f/iisic workshop practice. 
1 sforaatloa cyotc»». 


Org inlsatloa and aansgereal syetea®. 
ftre/feeatlag «af mtUatl *t*uL&m**. 


Hc-dicias. 
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nmm **“ “ t >» iUttaoUy hkhm 
“***• *“ t ^wiocki^. Sbta mum study 
ataltur, InXoraation bandUne, ^ 

** W »n»s.«»t, and ice relation to foo< <B- 

dll sheltered actl»lu.«. wuld bo conatflorod. 

It My bo «*m tb at Xuatm«tl« t « tbe 

** *«tor in tta eolation ox nueb altomati.. 

00 *^ U * 8 ' ^ not just ueo, ,»«. 

*"* U ‘‘ Ure0 tMlooncoa. coa -unicatlone, 

uMemtandings and rolaUon.!**, **«, Ur* 

BQCt®tj m 


c«|4« eyetons la dyadic equlMbnu* „ 
ebaraetcrlaed by . rich n„. ox inXoraatioa. 

*“ * " a *«*tx to Prone, InXornatloa 

lb a .a-iety ox any* *m define it, 

stability, m, laplica an Information aeteork 
*lth aany linkage end no isolated parte. 

* stable coowt.it, nil taTe taXormtlon 
*° • Meb «» «• ladindaal my b«* 

wry Uttl. knowledge, dxter ao» u» tbcao 
■eowocnts OX Inforaatlon tacoae endaat aa 
social cultural prooocsea .bleb both .xxoct and 
tab. aba*. Xros the baha.iour oX Individual., 

“* th ° lr «t»tioahly nth M» eariroamat. 

Ilteea yroceoaae ear., to aake tbc coa-natty 
wayonatm to -bollstic ch*n;aa, a, « etamn 
tor eo-ordinativ. processes on dlXXowat Urn 
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taforaatioa pi criUced before mieh network based 
society coses into toelag will act a® a symbolic 
eodel of tee protonsea and might if 

const rueted veil c-t. lyse um''tfr®tandi«g of fefee 
potential of each a eitaotion and eventually 


precipitate action toward® change toy small groups 
who are able to harness the neeoeoary resource®* 
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ft.at term* of steelier a»c food proaac£lQ» 
are available elta r novel of triw&ltloaal to 
& « rron/group .* for i: 5 their culture. 

* »****** *: *#4 #■* # «• -***♦*♦*#♦*-## - 0 * V * rn '# « * o ♦ 

Kovel techniques had always excited sa@* It is 
only recently that I have eoae to to disailIasiooed 
with ianovastles for its om s ice. To the naive* 
novelty oeeaa to offer hope# to premise better 
things; hot usually, of coarse, as the novelty 
■wear© this and disadvantage© bosons evident is 
practice, one beeoaes aware that improving things 
or aafctae a fin© structure is not as simple 
a process as- one of idea and invention* 

There have been a million and more ideas 
and inventions In as mm$ fields of study la 
the p' et aUlofnlum. We tmm a Vast store of 
this treasure but we have not learnt how to use 
it best. 1*« not saying, that invention Is baul 
hut the right application of the finest technology 
ViAfc ’.a V*- - 

this date is what is most important* We are 
capable if we did this, of providing good lidtag 
conditions for ever/on* m the earth* A whole 
world full of people feeling well, fed, sheltered, 
and ia control of their lives would provide m 
■ok creative potential that they would almost 
do anything. 
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Ptoao&i- attempts or alternatives life s jyi* mm®, 
ho 'sever, a special as# fo novelty. It can mymm 

’* ' •• .& 3; • • ft 4 . : , f , 

hallso their breakaway, the sew start.. Tfe® 
geodleie duffs with all it* difficulties as a 
practical toei..is£ue, rnmm to fulfill its function, 
the goosetrie sysotry of the circle giving adequate 
expression to m urge for a tight and aore integrated 
HJe si thin our biosphere, within our cosssoi, 
vLthla oar-feelvea. 



















































S©sources and chan. el 3 tuin okl i^t| *- or 

UtCimUtlVt ;i . ,Vvilo asnts. 

.. 

stylo and t ehai*u« of oar ;,rt *# t life sap. ort 
processes is controlled by a complex codified 
«t of restraints such as pi waning perdecsioa^ 
health regulation, property la® ami mo on. 

To discover la what ares and in what eoadi tioas 

c..c in allseed to e-p risen* with. 1 term tiro life 

styles these restrainto *u@i bo studied. 

these are not just a aiaple ©abler of good and 

evil bat are coaplexly derived fros t km characteristics 

of the existing culture ia order to .protect and 

conserve it. 

a. 

An axasple of aa area for experiment aith the 

i4i, is squatting. Haul the efforts of an w te«r 

lawyer Ron Bailey a few years ago lit Us mm known 

aboat rights. As It happens tagHs*- 

la* to :; aa exactly usse&sarcd extent allows ospty 

houses to be squat ted tsaporarily *4 thoui first 

o^twing the lanelords consent * fharo are not? 

approatL. stely one thousand homo less squatting 

ia London, onysfiaeAttas in 41 sorts of says 

with self help niethods of renovating and servicing 

comlict towBs* '’ost of then ia the Candva area. 

inignor&ne© localities surrounding aaay ftt&ds , asstsl 

living iseures sees hopelessly restrictive § but when you look 

iat(j it there arc assy things possible if * too»l«%® 

'->f tli® la* is gained, so that you doa*t baric up »i>» 
wrong tree (t.e illegal) 
















A that their was a lack of a solid basis 

for tte arcbitectaral deatga of domestic buildings 

a **»**#••*** * «*******»•«»• a * * * * * * * * * ** a * * * * * * * * * * « « 

8«thg studied ar«hilecture for throe years at 


college and for one year in practice I felt somewhat 
d isapeiit ted • la ten very hade way ay knowledge 
of cast I wss doii; . «"■ s unfounded. 

Although I had learned taaay facts and theories 
about t: e external app arenas, internal design 
end structural orkings of buildings* f bad little 
Idea about why l whs doing this, what the whale 
concept of a building was about and why peo 1© 

«ooced -b- •’» ■-.:. R ; t» 

the »o»d for a oftlltfing perhaps did net arise 
fro* the seed for shelter and at least the two 
cannot he taken as synonyaous. howewer, seat 
of the buildings existing in the world appear 
to be- weed as shelters of sore kind. So whet 
was this seed- for shelter! 

Obviously it was bound up with the whole of 
basic physical sad phyee©logical need® of 
surviving on the earth-. So I decided that one 
thin# should! study was * basic life supports** 

the first question to answer was what consisted 
of «aa*a ha: Ac survival seeds, tew, in « 
temperate regies sack as this the first thing 
aaa will die of ex-.oc«d to survival couoitioas 
if wo for the assent take air for granted, is 


























lo«e of body teat* hypothorxta* So obviously 
com rv«U.:- i of fete tefy teat **u1 *'.©«/ co fort* 
can* first. So fete first part of ay study looted 
at fetes* ttiisgs wad*** fete general heading of 
•shelter*. The text soot toportaat re^airsmcmfes 
are water, then food* So fe © question of aoariehaeBt 
cooes text (in which, we xtgfet include tte Bead for 
air). Kow with ttese ttings sas can survive 
but to develop froa fete ani®al~like existence 
fee aaet ast Ms gift for creating tools to produce 
energy to develop it® no-ads. It tecaaae obvious 
very soon that this was not a staple category 

OS pbytieol poO<tT. 

st all* so X Halted ay eel f tot fete ass of esergytf 
Boa can a® fulfill tteae needs on fete teat basic 
and direct perron 1 and group level. It teoaas 
clear at tills stogies after a for abort expeditions 
to find out atefe sat® available on this subject, 
tkat iiotking sack was. fa® infer rsa felon see- ed 
ac - - v tered wit sly &roand. 





















Alter?.?- tlve'i *tterrs--.. tive to u.i.ttV 

’■i../ SilOuli. ,6 *iO OCX it? iiCTt' i oi i „>?■ 

- Di!le i.- e re .sons why I coaster 
It- luce:-'—ry» 

3 bin i nclude r" 'c tier.? ... 


* .-iodos of or- ;nt«ati 3 ■ nr i inicties 

* : ' i - z-.ei'i conr t >n. t v v 1 ■ r : . 

v lu " ’ ! ' Ci - : vJ iV! '-I‘ ri -'Ov.or rfc it ■■ suitable 
economic. 

* ; 4 ono c aX tar ni tee ..: ic 3 . 

* -u 1 tur'-l or. * ore out, 

*!■' late to t,.c v.rt..! 

*tioa- r.aew .Is .cr-jrce lot •. rv atioa. 
















'**■ •« of or. Bleation «r,<S atainlstretlotu 

*- * * * * * * * m m m * * * * * * *: * * * - * * « * * # * * * * *- * * * * ** * «, # 

Our society i® characterised at the present time 
h-r e do d s en t of pyroddlc 1 farms of erg ntsm t & o a . 
f^a» dedelans offeeting aanjr at the tea® at*© 
t-ak.:ii by a .'anti number of eoBtroliors at, the top* 

This sort oi or, nis&tiois Involves sack eon. antesttjf- 
between tap aai tese If It Is not to become 
« dictatorial .fora of orga&fcs&tlsB* lee:-.use %tm 
ce ma nl e atlon has to fee rifted m It sova© through 
the pyrsdd ©o that it is available in a coipfeittjjiiW' * 
fora to the controllore, fetapsancracy tends to 
develop* i.o* ©peed of mmau i*lcatloa slaws up, 
ate takes multiple, records incroaoo* papa# work 
become?-, com pi ex, To r.void et,.tg-«attoa becaueeof 
ttmm adalntsteatiir© difficulties tbare are attempts 
at laprorlng the #r -dntstretive ©fiidoacy ©fetch. 
usu ’ • '-; r livolve cl ]ideation aad aestrwiic 'tloa* 
buv These chsrsc tortstic© loosen the responsiveness 
ex t..:.c or...*jDi**tton to enrAronacatal changes and 
rt-r te the elf- ctive control of the base, 

Thar® are fores of organisation that avoids fc«#s© 
difficulties and would seen acre relevant-to «a 
© ©pedal ly la a U^_of_a8c©lara^^_cten^ aL __' 7 . 

These are known as networks* la this for* of 
organisation spread out groups twit a great deal 
Wotiwy 


other 





































4ohn MaeSmm a go peter prograws ■ r ^©crlbes 
vho cr.nr-scto; testier ©f s not;or*-:s M ««re we 
have a syeten of targe variety cuf. icon t to 
os c wit co 3* l# , an ',r dictoblo e»vir©a*§e®t# 

Its charge teristics arc elmn.gX.n-:, 0 true tare, 
odiiriag la-. If 'Gf'ar continual feedback fro* 
the- envirairaent, e-<hUltln& rcgun^-v. cy of potorti n|_ 7 
anti invoXvin.. cent pie* interior ring control 
etreeiur^s# horning, and decision v iiir arc 
cliat-’.t'!-1 ter three hont the • ystea, Cnt.ser ;k rJr1«? 
in some arses than others*. 

An Illustration stow ncvcorfcs organisations eight 
allow self ^ovmMtt can 0 # aaae i» discussing 

fa©?; to stabilise the population. 

It society au* a cuoie accepts that a low ©roeih or 

at .sole aphtailan Is neoe^ayy, rc .oat on 

restrlct-io®* are part of the sophlstJustod infera~tion 

cysts* ibroaga which concensus is achieved. 

Customary priisitive societies ©elf regelated 

« 

their popalstloh on a cob. unity 1 tel* A e o MW Bl I? 
with this capacity wools fee truly self ors«^M*i»g, 
leery ae.aber ashes eaali aijMtaestt to .his o*» 
tohavieer with regard to the toasttour of others, 
bat it is taperslfela to identify the tohaviour 
of «he whole aystea with any of its pats. This 
could happen through the see of symbols such 



















a* wearUag of seas differentiating draaa 
or garroat y pregasat worsen, Ti*e point is 
tftal ragardl#®s of tbeir eoneey^ai «* r ,- ^ r -. * 
i.:,dlvit;iiaia ®f casualty dw»lu be capable of 

tu%% j., -oialon Uo «f octs t..o wool© 
r -a^e os ctivl ti&s 4*ml Poiu'Yiour patterns cmti 
la tikis amum ©aildren belong to Um 



This kind of control ©©old work m regards gistmlng 

for ta# ssllt woald, sad food production * i„ 

' 1 ' i & 

^ withiB fete&s klt*6 of i^forsafeion r&oii poliiioiii 
*Mt' eftsfeMct feteat I a## fete# full of 

o^plo^aiioo of imi* teao&o &##4s #fefoioftoyc 
with tte# :k: rfeioipotion of mv-try&n** lintii eaoii 
&jiofeo?&s bocots# possiteio sinat oo 

•latlst ratter ttiek whoUstleally real^V WaJ»V t*** 4 ^' 


j? 
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Blgh SiHWRgjr Level/Oonau aptioa 


fh© tnorgy consumption of westers industrial 
society is aot only high at present but is 
spiralling higher ant higher* 


day 

day 

day 

day 


Primitive acrlcultural per capital energy consumption 

10,000 K,e«l per 

Modern " » « » 25.000 K,cal ser 

Industrial Revolution Britain M ?0,000 K.cal oer 

1970 « • * 230,000 K,cal per 


High energy production techniques almost invariably 
produce high pollution levels, if you take the 
ter® pollution as being effective in the aesthetic 
real® end also applicable to the quality of life. 

This is because of the centralist nature of our 
industrial organisation , centralised because of 
t *o •egyfcrelxofr n .-t.tr-r af ;-,ir trim Liu t - w-a.,ioaui .» » , 

centralised because of the necessity for economies 
efficiency, Greater concentrations of power in 
single places inevitably lend themselves to inhuman 
sc *le, lack of control by the local people and 
danger of catastrophe. 

fh© energy industry like all other business has 
a vested Interest ia encouraging continued expansion 
of coaeu i tion* 

fhe demand for electrical power ha- doubled ia 
the B*ft«A ev ry decade since 1940. At this growth 


rate production of energy by traditional fossil 
burning fuel method* will produce on unlaaginable 


level of atmospheric pollution wallet if wo speed 















up the “to lie reactor programme, »e will have 

i, • • ■ 

the attendant dangers of a hurried and little 

tested but hihly dangerous process, the only 
•*atsv-cr cowwg i. ;• bo st'-i;iiioe, r; coce o.ii- e.r y 
c oiisu • ti m f «Jccontr- ! -.liye. I acre is little 
jut tific ;ticm for seeding such a high growth 
rate; nobody would believe that the standard 
of living has also doubled ©very dec de since 
1940 . 

Snail scale localised, do it yourself technology® 
uttuough not the most eisply efficient, (l.e 
energy used to production gained) <re certainly 
the .-ioct stable, responsive and non pollutive. 

They may also take advantage of localised con itions 
and integrate closely with the local «eo systems, 
to he the meet efficient vholietically. 



































ioiiuJ £ conoay* Value relates to selling power 

Commercialism, In Its contemporary capitalist 
ssase, insidiously destroys the true valass of 
things and services as they relate to our needs. 

It Is not need bat desire that co aaerce fulfills. 

The whims of fashion shape peoples desires. 

Fashion 1® at best an elitist response to changing 
conditions and at worst the robot performer of 
the advertising industry. Advertising Is controlled 
by profit. Profit makes wealth and, as we all 
know, six percent of the people own 80& of the 
wealth. 

Coanerclallsts will sell anything that people 
will snap up i» ignorance if it gives them a fat 
r:>-it. r.-i'li - - ett - t t : ■ 

in the deepest needs and aspirations of people, 
its play 1® for a fast buck; short sighted it 
will even profit from processes that are poisoning 
the whole planet. The people in commerce know 
but the people doa* tksow. 

What is necessary is for us to develop an economic 
system that relates more closely to needs, is 
planned la a larger tera and does not obstruct 
Information flow by the nature of its self interest* 















fou say sell say that man is naturally selfish 
hut surely, even taking this to fee so, it is 
foolish to have a system which reinforces this 
characteristic and allows one man to exploit 
another over a wide area. The key to this 
change 1® information. People that are well 
informed about the possibilities open to them 
and the effects and iaplications of these pos- 
sitoilites will choose with their own survival 
as one of their foremost wHtra. They 
will naturally be self organising. 












Mono cultural Tendency. 

* *- »»»*•♦-♦*#•*#***.**,„ m # 

old open fir# bad its disadvantages of draughts, 
danger, localised beat, smoke, teas, deliveries 
of fuel,a.id its advantages of flicker, smell, 

4o«ing shadows, ritual, visual beauty,air charges, 

A aode »‘» underflow beating system has few advantages 
or disadvantages like this, it just supplies an 
ov©» heat; you soon forget about it, 

Th® open fire, the pri -ifciv# technology, provides 
a rich and subtly varying experience that relates 
closely to fundamental life processes, whilst 

■ S: t i of .a' ;,i .. ,y -x >. so;- , t 

about it, 

I woult, suggest that her© i© a principle that 
ill *11 to Wbio b with'technologic i > ^ *, 

Efficiency is Isproved at the expense of quality 
of experience, 

hitsi food a similar impoverishment in experience, 
is evident, four grandtaother sight remember 
curing family ills with plant© from common hedge 
to ' 7 ' ' - ■ :■ • , .a l r .. 

wild In England with the most extraordinary 
beautiful qualities which most people have never 
even tasted 1st aloss gathered for thsasslvss. 




















It is ox ton said that thore is varistj 

offered by ©or society, it is tto often kind of 
variety typified in the American supermarke t 
wber® there are ^ varieties of bread but all 
31 t. e : rc .i. ico<. />ra . ac ul in. 

Mono cultural is to suggest a lack of rich cultural 

'->f our everyday life. 

and a cultural that ie nationalist and •Mi-present 
rather that responsive to the local ecosystem 
and adaptive* 






Cultural Enforce sent 

•06 ...... 


The importance our society places In gaining 

a cultural monopoly may be shown by quoting an 

example of a fringe culture that attempts to 

exist with the dominant culture without developing 

the defences of a ghetto and how it is put down. 

The minority group known as travellers and gypsies 

have always been persecuted but never more 

effectively than in the present day. 

The Government Re port called gypsies and other 

traveller*. 8MS0 196?. admits that the gypsy 

type of naaadie lifestyle has, since the war 

been virtually outlawed in England* Special 

sites that have been provided are insensitively 

planned and are seen as a temporary measure 

to .settle travellers before they can be moved 

to an ordinary house. 

Quoting from the government report. 

"The Gypsy Council have put this (the enforcement 
question) more forcibly sometimes we Just stop 
somewhere in the aoraiag to have breakfast. 

The police come along and make us move on; 
they take us to the end of their beat and there 
is another lot who teke us to the end of their 
beat and so it goes on till we are run into the 
next county# At times like that we can’t make 
a living; we can't wash; we get no change even 
t-0 cook on:.: nnt. 1:1s io u>kU o;. ou-tk; c .0 
worst kind of police state and not at all the 
sort of fair play Englishmen like to bring about”. 






this is another aspect of the aoBOcwltural 
tendency of our society; cultural control by 
brute force rather than fey the more subtle and 
locally responsive raechaalemo which would 
operate with the dispersed controller of aetwrk 
organisation. 








kittle relation to soil (XATU ) 


It would eseffl probable that the human race i© 
moving # gradually and chaotically away fro® a 
■2ii24§ iB the soil. Moving irreversibly and with¬ 
out coaeiouaness or foresight towards a situation 
la which it must develop and sustain its existence 
kj artificially aanufactured swans. Leading 
•COlo;ists believe that the world eco—systems 
will breakdown within the next thirty years 
and the biosphere as *s know it will rapidly 
and* The signs of this trend srs irrefutable, 
fhe cause of this, lie in the breakdown of societies 
cultural integration and close involve sent with 
the natural rythmn© of plant growth and 
seasonal change j fros whence its existence is beset! t 
The profit orientation of industrialisation and 
the subsequent subordination of the working man 
under an increasingly bureaucratic political 
power structure, lead to a * short term * view 
and: isolation of the individual. The old folk 
culture© fell to ruin as profiteering mechanisations 
crushed its subtle relationships with the environment. 
The traditional mass cultures were ignored, if 
they did not give quick and concise econoale 
or scientific self justification. 












Therefore instead of a gradual development and 
integration of the new eaer, y fores with the old} 

*® entered *« «S® of technological chaos. i>a© 
mainly to the beneficial effects of scientific 
medical progre s the world population accelerated 
at an unprecidented and alarming rate, which 
!ead. to attempts to feed more and more people, 
whilst paying increasingly less attention to the land, 
Ihis necessitated the artificial stimulation of 
plant growth. The soil bio-structure was unbalanced 
and is becoming barren in many areas. If the 
process of rising population and rap® of the 

earth contlBU ® 8 without any large ©cal® development 
of alternative systems of survival, most of humanity 
must starve by the beginning of the next century. 
Whether the survivors of the cataclysm develop 
an artificial life support system or an incredible 
global change of conciousness saves the earth, 
it it important that the culture that develops 
in such a situation is aware of its landscape. 

Its basis and fundamental substance. Whether 
this landscape consists of sun, wind, water, 
earth, and organ!©® or of the atomic reactor 
and chemically synthesised nutritional tablets 

0I> a h * r58 * ni o»» #***ion of both, a clear expression 
of the awareness and involvement with this basis 
in it © cosmos cultural evolution is esse. Hal. 





"It Is a question of relationship, w© met g©t 
back into relation, vivid and nourishing 
r lotion to the cosmos and the universe. 

The vayyis through daily ritual and the re 
awakening. Ve must once more practice 
the ritual of dawn and noon and sunset, 
the ritual of the kindling fire and pouring 
water, the ritual of the first breath and the 
last. Thi© is an affair of the individual and 
----- : -- V - : i <i l -J , . „ . , ,U; r;l L U a i 
the moon in her phases, of the morning star 
mk& the evening star is for men and women 
separate. Then the ritual of the ssasons, 
with the Drama and Passion of the so.,1 
embodied in procession and dances; this is for 
the community, an act of men and women, a 
whole community in togetherness. And the 
ritual of the great events in the year, of 

- for i d - rle - .Is . - 3 

these rituals we must return. Or we must 
•voIts them to suit oar moods. For "kith is 
w© are perishing for lack of fulfillment of 
our greater needs; w® are cut off from the 
grert sources of our inward nourishment and 
renewal, sources which flow eternally in the 
universe. Vitally the human race is dyis*., 

, It la 3JJt® ® great uprooted tree, with"its roots 
i.v; the air• Ae must plant ourselves again in 
the universe 


A Propea Lady Chattorlyc Lover 
D.H, Lawrence London 1930. 














Use of Kon-rsjietaiiU r«Rr)ui*c#g ia a manner tiiat 
Sees net maximise their potential 

*•«***«#»*» *♦•***•#** *>*♦#•**#****#»»#**«.*******. 

The high energy consumption industry uses non 
renewable resources in the long tens ko;>e 
(rarely discussed) that by the time they 
run out. (very s«on for • ucn things as oil ansi 
copper) other things will be found to replace 
them. This implies a great deal of faith in 
the synthetic industry or a haphazard change 
i* 11 fw styles* The further «w progresses tmm 
natural systems the sore complex are the impli¬ 
cations of changes that such synthetic materials 
have on the environment. »ue to its great variance 
©ad network type organisation nature has a great 
deal of resilience in the face of change or 
disaster. Synthetic systems are greatly simplified 
and are much more vulnerable in themselves; and 
because they have been produced quickly, rather 
than evolved over a great number of years, their 
impact on other systems within which they exist 
is little known* 

The point here is that we should be very careful 
about conserving our biosphere as even if we 
prefer the plastic Ilf® style we are not at all 
certain as yet if it will work safely for a long period. 

















Yh® as® of «oa renewable resources is tills ’living 
dangerously* manner is typical of our technological 
culture In its maniacal rush to produce acre and 
♦progress* to greater technological peaks wife 
out due consideration of what is needed. It is 
often true that a small amount of high technology 
«ili sake a nature based technology go auch farther* 
For example the possibilities of wood are vastly 
increased by the uses of nails, glue, saw®, etc. 

What is needed Is an awareness of the dangers of 
rushing too,.fast with technology progress built 
into our criteria, so that we can decide what 
zaat, rial® to use and how we are to work theta• 
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* To stinuintt int‘-ivst in :->vlc Life Lu;, on; . 

* i'Q ou ,&©t ocoio uni man pro-, action tc-c u ues 

” .ns . in n . zin retrial nr-tn 

tact 1© & model o£ ifer objectives. 

* To oiv inn; of t,.,e cospivnitj .-;U costs, 

itiyo 1 ved v erov;.-r e• iMo, 

* Lot for . ivo cootrntfelft* 

* To ovoid re -,i~ tars ' nalyr i.-t 

* to rraviae t.,.; u... i: it; pr { . nl.iftr > 

•>* ■■ o. non; ti Oil Of’ lv?s;ic ic-'l 

oarviv i ner s, 






T# stimulate Interest ta shelter forms sad 
fcod pro-actions cocbiilquee other than those 
available *1 tain oar present culture, 

xn@ proposal of shelter and food production 
techniques that can actually fee operated now 
fey ordinary .pen le is a symbolic gesture. 

It represents the need to he realistic and 
yet at the tla not dogmatic or pendaatic, 

«od t&e need for experimental ground that cnn 
m activated fey people generally and not the 
sciolists only. Critique of the accepted 
©ora wit a practical action is so «?ueh sore 
powerful than an ifeealogically argued ease, 

Erea if the produced alternative is rough and reedy 
it can easily comprehended and seen as a sacs 
©©■'- controlled fey those wao live ther< . It represents 
the cradle of an Idea, Its be; uty is -sot necessarily 
fihat Interest of tor* but a political ^esthetic* 

•'© a.ppredation of the range of control sad 
expression possible to the user conveyed through 
aroad. teased contextual in form :-t ion supplied not 
only by for* md material but also fey the anviroa- 
mental nd soeial position in relatioa to the sain 
culture. These forms say not be the aa.de with 
techniques which are actually used by an- ecologically 
stable culture but they are worthwhile exploring for 
Uve -giiafilPlss iaaoreat it a them md as aodsli to 


activate the creative potential of all people* 














1*0 provide alternative house and food production 
techniques that are ecologically sound. 


Characteristics of ecologically sound technology 

are that;- 1* Local resources should be exploited 

where possible and imparted resources 
kept to a minimus. 

2. The technology should, ©a the whole 
he able to be operated by unskilled 
or semi-skilled labour. Highly 
skilled operation should be cut 
to a minimim. 

3* Process open and understandable 
by all, 

as regards external economies. 

4* Production costs should be low 
although the processes involved 
will probably be more labour intensive. 

5. Low levels of pollution. 

6m Processes of production are enjoyable 
rather than monotonous or dull. 

7. snail community say become practically 
autonomous. 

different techniques will show these characteristics 

to a greater or lesser degree for instance it 

is not intended, to completely cut out plastic mat rials 

because although they are imported, and ollutive 

they are also easily used by unskilled labour 

which can produc effective results with snail 

amounts. Intact it wool be contradictory (and 

w&t&ee even) to exclude any particular techniques 

in these early stages. As gross conditions 

change individual parts of the system will modify 

theselvee to the image of the whole. At that 

tirae substitutes will he fa*id or changes made, 

but until! this natural selection take* place 

all possible possibilities are possible.' 


















i 0 us© an Information system that Is relevant 

to its network objectives. 

.. . . 

I wanted to experiment with the presentation 
of Information la a system from which it could 
be retreived but in which it is not rigidly held 
and which suggests further additions and rear¬ 
rangements by the user and provides IrIi {q? 
further investigation, if i m t0 seriously 
propose an increase la peoples level of involvement, 
aoaisttsent and Integration with their daily live- 
on ©very level then I should start with what 
I *» doing, In this case the Information media 
Itself* Haw could 1 present the information 
in the most responsive manner"2 

Tiifc* difficulty lay with the integrating of system 
with a media technique, offset litho println 
in tide instance, e.g, the machine prints a particular 
number (16 la my ease) of ©ides at a &*» so to 
be reasonable economic any colour coding should 
be in blocks of that number. Also the folding 

aad bi » c 'in£ i® tone on machines with limited flexibility 
so that splitting section© could only be don© 
in particular way®. Such limitations put thedeeign 
of the information system on a very realistic 
■rodaction basis. 



















Colour coding la blocks of pages give® immediate 
access from a closed state if a colour ©trip 
is rua along the outer edge, 

lli® colour cod© running concurrently vita a chapter 
symbol (la shelter) or varying within the colour 
areas (in food) suggests the general area of 
Information involved* A •contents* diagram refers 
*'*'• "■ *' ‘ <•'-! A ’-tlyn. »or.-s ic -rn 

under chapter symbol©. These key words can reappear 
with the area symbol® In the lower outside corner 
of the page so that by flicking through a particular 
page may be quickly found. 

This means that rearrangements of the material 

u-c; c j teat. 

The arguement Implied within such organisation 
is simultaneous rather than linear and reflect© the 
network ideology discussed previously. Rearrangements 
produce Interaction as different information 
appears together at random or is intelligently 
reordered* 

The Information so constructed is a model of 
its objectives. 

To provide leads for further investigations it 

was important to concentrate on making as comprehensive 

a bibliography as possible. It would have to 

contain full references to each book* giving 

enough information for the book to be obtained 

J 1 ) i. It ::\ . L: o i c \ v . 
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references to places that have been rtea sources 
of inf it vtiloa. 

Another reason for laying esstph asie on tie book 
being open endec is that-—- 

Muck of the information I wae collecting has 
untill recent times been in widespread oral circulation. 
In this fora it is highly responsive to the 
particular local environment situation that 
exists at the right time and place ithout 
great superfluity. However, instltatioaaix-sing 
such information necessarily increases the 
organisational and bureaucratic barrier between 
tn® time, place and need, and the relevant in¬ 
formation . This is' obviously ». bad tiling and 
I tried to avoid this to some extent by organising 
the information in an ordered but open-ended way, 
trying to present an information handling system 
that could be re-ordered and extended by those 
who came across it rather than feeing a ‘closed 
book*. 











fo try to show, to some extent, how cheap sad 
staple the techniques Involved la ins 
construction of a reasonably cs&fprtutle owner 
built home and in obtaining the food requirements 
of the human body can be. 


S pecific monetary costing would be irrelevant 
here but 1 aimed to &e@p capital cost© for any 
particular project nail within a few hundred pound** 
It seemed to a*e that this hind of money le available 
to almost anyone with the will to work hard save 
for a few months. In this way I hoped to avoid 
making suggestions that only applied to the richer 
classes of our society. 

Specific costs are seen as irrelevant because of 
the great variance that will be found in ©very 
particular geographical situation, ^ost of the 
techniques could be done for very little money 
indeed if enough labour and luck in finding the 
necessary aaterl Is can be found. Another reason 
for not including sapy particular costing* is 
that of price changes. Fluctuations in market 
prices are very difficultsto foretell and can 
be vary .misleading over shorter periods than one 
year. 

The ‘cost 1 I aim to display is a broader concept 
involving the whole process involved and its 
aesthetic ramification®. Cost sight almost b# 











interpreted *4 *to gif© a©*© idea of what is 
iwolved qualitatively and quantitavely in getting 
it together. * 4 gai» 1 haw© sa 4 e great aaeatapUeee 
hmre about what i© cowaoa knowledge (e.g. qua i- 
ability of polythene sheet.) or easily obtmned 
i« the high street etc. iaeh thing* a# hfittttional 
theory nr© on the borderline hero and I decided 
to include this particular aspect in the foodbooh 
for completeness. The general angle « ao to concentrate 
on information not obtainable f* om common public 


bo nr cbs 























































































































































fo suggest sue a a subject is ©ssentially on© 
that iust be experienced In practice rather 

th a, ovj.y Academically. 

******* *#*©♦*###•##».♦*« 

this moans, in effect* that rather than const¬ 
rue tt ng the book as one would nor tall/ would 
do with a basically theoreticallgatcrlal; 
it should be made, rather sore, in the style of 
a manual, Not ft annual is. the sense of containing 
full stop by step Instructions, specification® 
or detailed coatings bufcfet in the sense of a 
guidebook to experience. Relating to actual 
physical data. Where possible I drew fro® my 
own experiences of wan living, earth wall buildings 
inflatable construction, squatting, synthesis 
if green leaf protein, fishing and so on to 
colour these areas with a feeling of their practical 
feasibility within. Halted means. The presen¬ 
tation doe© not ala at any kind of blue print 

r °*~ ul ® iH§aa£fee-bfiPk-jra£.^»rtii»r I ntSMMsmsm 

is more its image, This avoidance of blueprint 
hg&aafeoi U pIImmr deliberate attempt to give stim¬ 
ulation towards creative exploration rather than 
a rigid Instruction manual. 

a. blueprint manual implies adherence to authorative 
advice whereas what I am to do is to show the 
range of practical possibilities for basic life 
supports if aore research and practical exploration. 




















is undertaken. 

To ive iaaediate reinforcement to tkle Idea, 
which l« afl»r all still this *-n? tical, it is 
eug^ested, within the Inside'front cover of the 
scrapefeook, that the reader should learn about 
the e-true tar# of t # information by physically 
distantling the book, re ordering and adding 
to It himself, In this manner he can immediately 
get Into the action instead of being a passive 
consumer 




















To avoid overt analysis of the different 
technique® hut to present simple factual 
information upon which the user .nay build hie 
own* 

Implied viewpoint* are unavoidable -and I do not 
aeaa cy this that 2 imagine the books to be 
ideologically unbiased. The thing to avoid, 
as I see it, is a premature analysis and choice 
of a particular technique, fora, material etc. 

The comparative analysis included in the 
conclusive section eoa.es dangerously near to 
this bat is intended to be used as a framework 
to aid comparison over a wide range of criteria 
of a large number of different dwellings. The 
danger of a premature analysis would be the lack 
of broad based practical field tested information 
on any of the types, and anyway if the whole 
situation to be armed for is one characterised 
by its diversity perhaps an analysis can only 
be undertaken for a particular situation in 
which each of the types has been tried and tested. 
The problem here was to provide a catalogue 
of information no that each part has similar em¬ 
phasis but also to provide a flow through that 
is aeaniftgful. This linear ordering must be based 











on a no-qualitative characteristic which will 
b© relevant to ost of the lr<formation. 
Simplification of information without loss of 
clarity or any qualitative or aesthetic loses* 
la a difficult technique of precis* The 
choice of words and images can at best not work 
for all people equally - but especially when 
tr.ey are concise to the point of celt* abrupt, 
for tills reason a popular and 11 ht hearted lay¬ 
out help® to off set much curt presentation 
and m& >e the whole move comprehensible. 










An (implied) exploration of the nature of 
oar needs as regards the basic life support® 

When we are talking, about life suppMfcte and oar 
needs it is certainly difficult to do so with¬ 
out ref®ring to reality# This is usually done 
either by anthropologist© who study other races 
with distant and foreign environments to their 
own, or by architects whose results are purely 
in terms of the existent culture and who do not 
try to explore new ground. 

It is only by exposing ourselves to various 
situation® in both theory and reality that we 
can learn how our needs relate to them* 
Theoretical survey is first made that gives some 
insight us to where the most valuable practical 
experiences may be gained, iroia this process 
of exploration a solid basis is founded on 
which the explorer may place a clear analysis 
of his present dwelling and his projected future 
(drda« name® etc). 

Thi ; will inevitably be an analysis of life 
style andhow well it fulfills the deepest needs. 
Thfis by examining la theory (and possibly 
experiencing la reality) a Worth American 
Indian Tipi you might realise how the spiritual 
ethos of this dwelling fora is more pure and 











powerful than the most luxurious apartment in 
i*ew fork. Hew if your criteria for a dwelling 
include spiritual integration with tae environ-* 
aeat and your life style* fsis experience night 
well sake you reconsider what kind of house you 
need. 

You night go and live in a tipi yourself after 
doing this but it is hardly likely. What is 
sore important is that having experienced another 
situation you have gained a perspective on your 


own situation 
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Collection of Information 


Yb® "Hole matter of categorising and ordering 
ta« in formation in tills area was complex and 
confusing at first; so I collected information 
4 "' 1 a ^ OOB * l®<** f rias binder’ so the whole coaid 
be re-ordered and individual items relocated with 
ease. After none months it was possible for 

®* t0 ***** wrltlft e checklist® of requirements 
and to study the parameter® I was to take to 
limit my research which wa® already getting ao 
broad a® to be out of hand (i.e. too much 
information too widely spread out). The criteria 
f developed were concerned with the whole 
argusasnt being taken on a down-to-earth, practical 
and real level. They were that of low cost method® 

tte#d Ba *«***l« that were easily available 
*“* techniques that most people could master, 
concentrating on the climatic and geographical 
conditions in Britain. 

Libraries Exhibitions and museum experts were 
visited an over the country, gradually and at 
lengh information started taking shape, 
lather than having a framework fro® the start 
ay search wae pragmatic following one lead to 
find source of information, which would give me 
another lead. Often the due® wore on an intuitive 


























“ level ~~ . bt>Chv . 

w 

randomly aade, rcvoaling sonstaing that I did 
not ©wen know that 1 was Hiking for. Much 
information although I was sure it must exist 
was not cos-only available. Earth building 
techniques for instance have a wealth of 
. fascinating information which was only revealed 
after careful search. 

My ground was so general that m&ay research in¬ 
formation sources would find it difficult to 
help as unless I had a specific question of 
reference.Ban? interesting areas hove not been 
published at all; to ay knowledge there is 
nothing on tree houses and very little on topiany, 
Bota subjects I imagine would raise a great deal 
of interest but apparently they have not. why? 
the method of information gathering is almost 
as important to the ergassent as the information, 
fh® collection was biased by the fact that 1 
was living in a van daring this period. 1 
fesl it was essential to become part of what 
1 was doing, especially as it was mormt to be 
practically applicable, rather than bo an seed®sic 
outsider pretending to be on© of the boys. 








Choice of Information and Categories 

• * * *■ ♦ * * * # ■*■ * « * ♦ * *• » * * * * * ♦ * * » » * * « it * * # * # 

Information was collected if it seemed any¬ 
where near to the criteria mentioned on the 
previous es and filed. It w 0 then studied 
in a eoapar--tiva fashion and things that best 
®«©aed to fit In with the idea, were ring bound* 
Check lists of materials and techniques a d@ 
with the help of friends revealed new areas of 
search. After bq&o tine it became clear that 
cert in areas within each -category of shelter, 
food -res. (Wit- t jrvH:. t ' -:r ■:•?• ..y 1 -re 

more Important in relation to the resource® of 
the British Isles than were others. These were 
Earth building techniques, wild plant food, and 
energy from the wine. Currently there is a lot 
of aeadeaie interest in these areas but when I 
waa collecting information there was little, 
so a special effort was made in each of these 
areas to dig out all available Information, which 
going on the feedback I have received at present, 

I did successfully. 

Information that was co men knowledge but fitted 
Into the pattern was Included only if it served 
to make the sense of the whole essentially coaplete. 
An example of such a thing was recipes, many 
excellent recipe books are av liable and it seeded 
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a west© of time to get into this* Aquaculture 
oa tlio other ---nother kettle of flea 

s »«* laforaatloi her© Its not at all ea**ly 
available* So I e., nceatrted oa categories that 
emed ar if they vould te sore informative. 

Other categories, although useful, were ignored 
because they vers peripheral to the aaifi area, 

Ar ioetar.ee ©f this type is living on water which 
is peripheral to the stain area of study and too 
1 -r®e to be done briefly* So not cosing up 
with the required detail in time it had to be 
omit ted. 

The necessary precis of information was stated 
as the information was collected by way of la- 
ecisire (?) oote-maiiing, sketches, photocopies, 
of images and cut ups, ( A real scrap© book in 
fact.) 



























One of the .lost fascinating things about a 
novel aacl general collection afthings is the 
sanner is which one seen about lapsing an 
order upon things 

First method I used in shelter was by material 
and y technique. This had the difficulty of 
some ’techniques* without characteristic materials 
(o.g. squatting) and material® with any special 
technique. (e.g. wood) Food was ordered by 
activity and functional aorder in which they 
are done seasonally. This works well apart from 
things like air, recipes and other more continuous 
or abstract things. The next method tried with 
shelter was by level of technology. Or by asking 
how primitive? Apart from being very vague in ' 
any fine detail, every decision was me©capably 
controversial. Finally I ended up categorising 
fcy a rough weigh t/bulk/.sobiltty criteria. Things 
such as caves tad squatting caused difficulty 
here. I decided rather arbitrary that with 
oaves you Just walked in with your clothes so 
they case in the beginning whilst the whole squatting/ 
orbaa/legal scene was altogether heavy so it 
■xent at the back. Do tails of ordering were settled 
by the limitations of the media printing process 
which I have already mentioned. 



Food wag finally ordered by way of physiological 
priority l.e what was primarily assestial, aad 
so ©a. 

• . *> 

This works out with, a knowledge of what to eat 
first, followed by water through plant food, 
aalstal food, food processing, to wests disposal, 
Anomalies were air of which I had only had 2 
side® (anyway is it food?) and some miscellaneous 
such as buying. These were again takes care of 
by tbs sectionaWt balance with each colour print* 










Mo* to deliver? 


ths information coaing up seem nos itlve, useful 
am net easily available. I felt it would be 
KOod to get it about in mm® way. Precedents 
bad been set la similar areas ia the V»S wtoityh 
whole X&rth catalogue and many other practical 

* “ '''" *4 

b®oba» euch as Domebook 11 and doaaeorkbook. 

Several Britt ah ma^anines print articles of 
practical use froa time to time but it seemed 
necessary to have a primary concentration of 
information. Magazine articles drift away sad 
are lost when most needed* 

Having come across a good body of knowledge, 
and put it together as a scrapbook, I showed 
the ♦shelter* part to Bill Butler in Brighton 
who was very interested and said he would like 
to publish it, and condition being that 1 had 
to produce it to the stage froa which it could 
be printed. It was to be printed as loose-loaf 
coloured information sheets printed an 41 lltho 
.plates; It ended up bound because of the difficulty 
of handling 128 pages of loose leaf commercially* 
All the complexities of printing and publishing 
a book with publishers agree*ate, legal matters, 
layout, graphics,platemaking, photographic work. 























types, p&por types, folttug, identification, 
printers instructions, pasts up and so on, 
were now learnt or experienced, 

I would have prefered to print it myself and 
distribute it so that the price could fee very 
low feat there is a limit to what a single .person 
can achieve with his own direct labour, so I 
decided that the disadvantages (not to mention 
the contradiction) of commercial delivery were 
outweighed by the advantages of getting the information 
out quickly before it was obsolete. Bill Butlers 
UwICORN press distributes to the awsnte garge 
ana youth culture audience so this seemed to be 
a reasonable market to fee able to act upon any 
Information that seemed relevant. 











of copy "rid. printing 

^ 4.0 ... : {. 

in the integration of the aecess/colour coding 
with the production techniques hare already been 
mentioned, the limitations on what was possible 
dictated the sectional balance of information 
between colour sections. Another complication 
of ordering the information was that the 
page® needed to be autonomous if they’re was 
to be the possibility of r© ordering them and 
still keeping the sense. Tho result had to be 
a compromise which resulted in information being 
squeezed up or spread oat. Copy had to be pre¬ 
pared with the minimum of fancy work (ie 

- % . VlOflS . ...I-iati . f 

colour tak*s, inbook Illustration etc.} go. 
that the cost would be kept down, hack of 
every facility such as a typist, copy reader, 
drawing office and so on meant that the style 
was primitive but this was o.k. as it fitted 
the subject matter and even seemed to encourage 

: ■ 'i‘ t. I ’• ■ , , I.-.;., f i. .... . i, . . 

highly technological anyone with a rapidograph 
drawing pen and clean hands could do it. If 
they could wuua on tho energy, (you gg good « 
hot of energy) 

the printers were friendly which was good because 
they had never seen anything like it before and I 

- - • - I s .... . : ; . . ,• . . a I 





























bit that I hadn’t emn given them any page 

-■ t: >i 1 . - . .V Ci iii "■ . : 

had few printing errors in shelter and less in 
Food, 





































Pr±ce/Cou tr«Cts/0 mj trol 


Shelter was unicorn® first full 'book publication 
so there «a» little business tradition. Fearing 
gross al®ttn>.-erst; ndlngs and financial disaster 
I dicided to draw up a publishing agreement 
myself, Research in a local library yielded 
most of the legal principle of utitching 
agreements, so I draw up a ocuaent to give 
a* the heat deal and aost control X could got. 
this was signed after much ar £ ,uo;aent and later 
changed by Mr, Butler to an agreement that was 
fairer to him. 

Publication price was of some concern a® nobody 
was going to dlamatle a book that cost them their 
weeks saving®. However I soon learnt that cutting 
cost unreasonably and surviving in the hard business 
world a® publishing certainly is, are not comp** 

:. in. r. >Htl r .. := -vr.: •< s t i t\ evi- « 

could grow to becom more ti.©rough and comprehensive. 
This fits into ay Idea® a® a whole very well 
as it means that anybody wishing to submit rea- 
aeoriot eh .■i ; to . * 

ha® a good chance of seeing them published. 

There are already a p&perhouse book, sin access 
catalogue, sad squatting booklet being prepared. 

It would fee goad to see the thing grow* 
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comparative Amisn 

l.&FIbltlOU Mm CUhIJICAi'IO* OF A-,, rtS OF ASSI3SSHE32 


within taw alas of this m au il 0= poor 5* excellent 
A • S grade* iwf« no qualitative meaning. 


COMMSIiy -■» 

An interesting anomaly hsre le that 
*1though houses of earth, etone 9 lo 0 , 
--•re very heavy t ,e sattrials are 
found la situ; wo that if they wan be 
erected with re;? .aauie speed/ease 
(®*g, sou house ♦ lean-to) they nay 
he rt c trded oc ...» a ---. or the 

t li t l moorted t >3ls only j 

taking this into account it is the 
IX>t weight high tec, item;; that 
are the heaviest in tlaa/aana/ 
energy,? 


98ABB 

Hove? bulk/weight no roads 

A * wfclghtleso 

B a pocket 

C s back (JO — 601bs) needs roads 
B a can be carried 
E a car, van or truck 
F * lorry’s 

8 = has to be demolished Immobile 
1 ® immobile 


Stability will of course depend on 
the skill md experience of the 
builder to a great extent; but the 
-aaolithic structure of ferrooeuent 
la bound to be .unch more stable than 
a tree house of sticks. 

{'.gain there till be mue , v riailo;; 
with the skill and experience of 
the build or# Kaweve-r pi otic sheet 

it sue - 

ruin proof ..-ri itive structures. 
Component buildings (as opposed 
to monolithic) *re store likely 
■ o h vc- water leakage. (leo-r eslcs 
e ee *> ;c;ci -1 C're in eoeXIn e 
roof and walls arc one surf <ce 
and the joints between triangles 
are suseptlble to moving, then 
cracking and then leaking. A well 
thatched adobe hut will t..*e aueh 
better to live in than a nac’ly 
sealed - nd insulated space ftp® dome, 
ba.at ir.aul ■ tion is beat achieved 
by the formation of air sap or 
ceilulorly trapped ilr. e.g. 
a c -.aping tent will be twice as 
war® with a good flysheet. Thick 
fibrous -:i teriais will also bo warm 
e.s« In the felt covered yurt 
thick rugs .-no hung o\ the Interior 
walls. Another asthod of Increasing 
oX. beii :aa.; : L 3 ul.eeIan la 

by the nee of thick walls c.g the 
sai., out ond pise d© tor;e dwellings. 


Stability 

0 » likely to fall down blow away 

1 » unstable 

2 * Temporarily stable 

3 * reasonably stable 
p * vary stable 

3 * never cone down indestructible 


Rain proofness 
0 « none 

1 se small part protection 

2 a leaking 

3 * occasional leaks 
A as rarely leaks 

3 » never leaks 


wet 


dry 


Heat Insulation 


0 

1 

2 

3 

k 

5 


« none 

* large fire needed 

* fire needed 

3* 

a lamp will heat 

* oody hoot enough. 


cold ♦ much 
fuel 


wars 
* no fuel 














Sound inrulation depends on. mass 
/or oa diseontiattity of 
i,r .ctjre alon which sound might 
trml« 3 b Ikli count a massive 
nil of earth ooio might ho hoot* 

Sound Quality t® sore than just 
insulations the fora and rl idy of 
the houso will give either pleasant 
or harsh acoustics* An uninsulated 
;e 1 dome; would sound 'Hfluy* 
whilst a bender tent might absorb 
tn j rav-rber>tians* 

Dump nds greatly upon oitoi 
design and building of correct damp 

• roof courses* hoe-over a building 
shell that rests directly on the 

. ill tvsazi 

the choice of a dry site to keep 
from being damp than a dwelling" 
that is built away from the ground 
c*i* tipi nor: van* 

The necessary adjustable openings must 
bo supplied before there cun be 
good ventilation) However building fores 
suet, as the donee» yurt, tipi, 
have fora© which encourage good air 
cioculaiioB.. * The single skin 
pneumatic use® blow air to maintain 
its stability, Tm pit duelling 
*ith it® long emteraaee passage has 

• C ©signed t , j < 

Uwollings sdUh the insulation 

of aamsive w&llsmay oe kept warm aud 

V.ii« t : of .) 

About the greatest satiafaction 
possible from expressive p rtieipatiors 
in a house i© to direct the con¬ 
struction of It your self, but expression 
is also possible Oh the * finished 
product* by painting, changing,adding 
j -r ’ : ,# , tx >yt , r 11.-1 . 

! 1 ti n , ' < o 1 ting, oh m ih;. u»e 
fora etc. the more the better (?) 

Cost is a difficult factor to accurately 

' - «•“ t rt . - . . , 

work la being done yourself, tool© are 
borrowed, local materials eyre used* 

The actual money costs can be such 
lower than a whole economic costing 
t uting into account labour time, 
energy, used, tr-nsport, new materials, 
etc* The coat estimate here is of 
actual money coat# 


SOW© QUALITY 


0 » no Insulation ♦ reverb eor 

1 » slight insulation trouble 

2 * 


3 * reasonable 

4 - good insulation 

3 « hood insulation + 
sound quality 


iJ °sounds 

good 


i p~ moF 
0 * none 

1 » poor 

2 * 

3 « reasonable 

4 » good 

5 * no damp at all 


Rheumatism 


dry 


Vh-.it.- .lib 


0 

1 


3 

ft 

3 


non® 

a little rather 
draughty 
ventilation not 
easy to control 
reasonable 
good v. Little < i >u i t 
perfect no draughts 


saffoe j lion 

ache© 
fresh air 


Do it yourself easy? 
0 ss A<-T.de ,;nd erected 


qauranteed 

quick 


by experts 

1 * erected by anyone 

2 a workshop some skill 

3 « good tool set 

ft * simple tools control 

comon sense satisfactio. 

3 * easy for anyone 


VShB EXPhhSSlOK i’OSSIBLE 


0 • uninpressionable 

1 * small things cion® 

2 » larger but Halted 

3 = reasonable 

ft * freely # pla tic* 

3 » stimulates complete 
involve-.,lent* 


isa personal 


huaan 


COST 

0 * over £200 

1 a 73 - 00 

2 a 30 - 73 

3 s 10 — 30 

ft a under 1C 
5 * free 


priveligec 

( jMp .- t-#ori#ed y 


anyone 


Wot®: costs for -ir- m -op 
l/t ,■< r©on 2/3 fo o 


el Llo , .. i .. t 

with reasonable shelter. 
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If peoole can’t g t o specified 
material eat ily; taey*ll build 
so.netulng -.lea with materiel® 

<- 1 available, (re lira!) 


Material Availability 
0 a lapesaible to get 8BSy 

1 « Obtainable wit.. hi* i'iculty 

2 « Obtainable la e few sites 
? * obtainable in many place® 

4 * obtainable ..lost place® 

5 * easily obt iaa.le in . 

all localities, local 

e t ore 


Life spaa ie an isportant 

factor in popular housing where return 

or capital is 'ill important. 

It does not concern us here? 
accept perhaps >& a real security 
concept more important to 
some poods than others. 


Certain duel • in..;® are restricted 
in ize ny their innate nature. 
Particular examples are the 

furt, l, e tipi, tic- ,n- 3 
Others are restricted by legal 
consideration; for example the 
van and the shed. 



This grading is concerned with 
how ©agy will it be to build 
%'atm to .live in. Often it sight 
he OK. but only in -articular 
conditions. Outlandish or 
unusual dwelling.-- will often not 
he acceptable to the nearby 
;>■;■■■ o pie. 


Life Span 

A * under one year 

* I ~3 years. 

C a p-gO years 
I? = ovt r !>0 year®. 


Low 

security 

value 


? 


high 

Security 

value 

Fire risk 

0 ® bad risks danger Burn 

3 * slight risk (acceptable) 

5 * no risk at all 

Sot burn 


Activity Hange. 

0 = quick shelter only quick 

sleeping individual 

alaaping,a -ting,reading, ^ueltor 

* hanvycrafts, games 

* nc-v : L activity <r. s. 


+ big meals, ..artya, 
communes etc. 


permanent 
eoamun 1 
belter 


Whether or not you can ba seen/ 
or at least bo ob ious) is of 
practical ia :>rt ,ca if, as 
suggested aiovv, y,;..«.r fwld.ay 
stylo con flic la vita t,.- cult¬ 
ural norm, la if it can*t ha 

vee.. v -;r lace 1 1.7-77 70 -0 
roped in. 


’Camouflage * 

0 * sticks out like a now they 

sore thumb. ae© it 

1 * does not bland with 

surrounding® 

2 * blonds well 

3 ss difficult to see. 

4 « difficult to find a ® w 

- . 7777, i ie .. .. n 7. . ' - >i! v * 


■> Cu^ovayLg^cA Hass\e. 


O - ‘iWe^al or cuWumHy i\\<zqal 


l a cmi\ be. tWftyai ■. d-^c-aW 
t^u\o.lfcv\s / bu^-kuas 

2. = !<z^a\ bwV cli^aAV 

3 - OuMweiWy uao. po^pv*W 

4 ^ Su'oVie dzviaraz 

5 = sVfAle^4 ipfaxM. po\puW 

Iz 








How muon will an ordinary, typical 
British life .*tyle have to chan,..© 

-rtL r c * ‘.in • 

is et i*-: vi cm o £ c c sa - 1 -1 • 

L -r / *C !,•••»:•;•»• ' in !i -“i*t 1 * i *• '• Cmi 
only be rand© by a ooall amount 
of people (?) 


Tnrotu h sfe pro pertiea oj close 
mefciiig, >riv >cy, s »u < in ul ti«> *» 
materials* etc* ®i-’l tae dwolsiog 
be suitable for high densities as 
5 eU -• more isolated places Tue 
im variant conesat here is privacy* 
People insulation* If structure 
will ooorate in a high density 
situation as wll •* #tm* it 
gives it trMdtr ooopo an* tau* 

it ie mors valuable as a dwelling 
forts* 


stony so called primitive form 
would benefit greatly from high 
t rch nolog y services*©*g* noaeus i-iti, 
snort wave radio. Our housing 
-,erds have'nt ermngeti muen sine© 
primitive, tises (m t mts ■ . 

many primitive technologies 

ore ■ . h.ly. - 810s - . ~ ttt& 

of c©aBfiunier.tion, P®®d and 
area of action have been opened up 
by modern technology - ton tec* 
shelter shell with high tec. _ 
service « good modern housev?) 

Tiiis is a vague *'-d d&© . sen -sly 
over simplified r lly to ouch 

aii i':> jort? .t concept of the 
1 .. Ot/it; ■ 5 rc< '■ * 

it is felt that so ms assessment 
however crude should be attempted. 


Culture shock. 

0 s impassible to adjust 

1 » just possible to 

adjust 

2 * bio chase® 

3 * reasonable ehsngo 

t; a slight change 
5 * no change. 


M we couldnt 
possibly 
live like 

that''' 


We’re 
moving 
tomorrow. 


density Possible- 
0 * completely isolates. 

1 * m xrby -■ -i hboir 

2 x saoll group o*k. 

3 a village 

4 * town 
j * city* 


lonely & 
wild. 


Urban 

clauGtropnc 

-bia 


High Tee/Lov fee. 

A m atone lronogo 
a « early industrial 
C » recent ineustrial 
(chemical) 

I « Sow (electron tec. 


Recycle 

0 a cannot be reused/ 
recycled. 

1 * some parts recycable 

2 s most parts reoycablo 

(wita difficulty) 

3 « most oarts recycable 

(easily) 

4 « whole rooyoaulo earthahip 

3 * easily and coapleiei.; care, 

r eas s ble/recyca bl e. 


primitive 


modern 

) 


waste/ 

pollution 


73 


Cuu :„i jiur.s? {purely not) 


Even ta&iag into ae~au«t tan 
considerable disadv >nt .gee of 
cue inac aracy of this roug- 
eo.opar-tive as essaeat, it is 
taieraetiag to see the iix^fc 
score of primitive technologies 
when this sort of broad booed 
an 'O-i. an at io uade. The first 
‘Q dwellings are of earth;HwJf 

Ivo- WVeti Of StoftC. 

^f^taoBh % Ate rials i.s act at arent 
it is realised that they are 
usually on site, as stated -earl¬ 
ier, needing only the ti.se and 
energy oi the future occupant 
i t.« oi a le to il to ' .... a.* 

.the advantage of 'massive walls 
in stability, i.-sulation,life- 
span etc. have yet to be 
squalled by a popularly used and 
pr ice■ lightweight .wterlwl. 

little lo'-er, eft r another 
earth material in the turf hut, 
there come® concrete and fero 
c .n crate tue first products of 
a more sophistic >ted technology. 

They score well on their plart- 
ici t Jt j jper..ability . u.jV\ 

out fall down fro .2 being boat 
on cost eac recyclability. 

Ilext com© the war..; wood at©rials, 
logo, thatch, wattle, bonder 
tent, tre aouce, ply come; 1; 
e position that seem® to suit 
there statu© as medium weight 
organically derived materials* 

It is int.renting to note that 
wattle enci daub, a primitive 
equivalent of ferroeemant, has 
t> equal « : ar - o e ‘t o ferr >oe;;: mt! 

Within this wood, group is the 
first all metal car top dose, 
w ich score consistently; coming 
down a little on ...rise ( alnly 
the seat of insulation, boita 
and sealant) and lack of user 
expression with the rigid geometry. 


♦ : U- »ce notm time am an r .y u 
erection isnot scoredl but taken to 
■ 1. iin re oi:,. .. . . 

euiaaer. 


Some people would deny 

li-natation her®, weloomin the 
6easetry as an overall 
discipline. 

Further down the list comes the 
otn-.-r Aluminium geodesic (high 
cost) next to the harden shed 
these being just ahead of the 
first high tec, low cost item 
the vacuuwntlc, this scores 
■ ! « of } water 

"■ ■ ; '' >oi in, , user e> m . 

f rt t : - .hr, a of 

general form only) and 
camouflage. All of these point© 
could well be contested and in 
a few years when it is more 
--eveloped und ewaouetin.;., - uiaps 
valves etc are more easily 
available; then it may deserve 
a place near the top of the Hat. 

Paper pods come after vacuumstic 
but this is really to vague an 
area, of dwelling to assess 
seriously. Scores low on 
sound insulation stability and 
lifespan. Hot die 

aivaataced. Specific aophi-: tic - ted 
examples might overeo *.e the©© 
and get a mach higher ratlag. 

The trailer caravan, 18 storey 
t.C. flats, the Tipi, tea fart 
the van atm the seal Detached 
Inter - tin . u 
(except the flats a tv semi D 
wnich are pat in as. a comparative 
control) are nomadic dwellings 

.© cjTpi is . we i of 

perfection. Every detail of its 

<trUCt:iia ,.ifii Ijy 

iategrated with the ritual of 
Indian life, k fine balance f 
comfort/mobility with reard to 
the reso rce; at hand. 

The steppes fr©;n which the Yurts 
«®«* have very cold wintere. 
fr.-e felt covered, shape is warm 
its dome shape hogging close to 
the round. The van is the 
ultimate in living mobile in a 
country withe good road system. 


?4 



CONCL -iSims? c oaelucied. 

the trailer caravan Is capable of 
being equal to any «o4«n> hoae losing 
only aanoevrability and camouflage 
fco the assail van? Although of course 
its tewing vehicle say be used sep¬ 
arately, 

fh® flats and seel detached house did f at 
do vary well, but then as we all know the 
housing situation is bad, fhey cam© down 
heavily on cost, oat rial availability, 
asur expression, ease of 1*1.Y. fitting 
into the landscapes and infact only 
just boat the tents, 
fus dose-tent, doable skin inflatable 
single sisia inflatable and camping 
tent don’t come up to the environmental 
quality of heavier dwelling©| bat their 
properties of tcmooraryhess, lightness, 
speed of erection are .ypocldl nut didn’t 
®cort a» they are needed In .Articular 
rather than general circumstance©. 

It i •■ is ible to live .> — 3 sooths 
of the year in a tent in Britain. 

Ike inflatable© also have properties of 
their own that are incomparable. The 
lacii of hard edges arid softnei a of surface© 
o*ks it the aost tactile and sexy buildin. 
type, 

TitdlB thisv.roup was the flagtle foam 
come which I rate much higher personally* 

It scored loudly on cost, availability, 

• ; se of D.I.Y. recydebility, camouflage. 

I : future years when the spray gear is 
easier to get and to handle andthe 
-tutorial cheap 1 feel this could be a 
i. j'or dwell in., construction method along with 
asatic end paper. It sen be sprayed 
to c'ke many aaaaiag forms its insulation 
¥..iiv is very high, and its super lightness 
3 on fouxmatlo: costs. 


Also surrounded by the teat 
group is the temporary building 
9f pole construction - 
this is really crude with old 
telegraph poles, straw bales 
**»* ‘I stie s eeti g but *sori»g 
well on insulation, material 
availability ease of construc¬ 
tion cost a,'.e recyclability. 

u't-r this - ; nd la tly came the 
<-©lightfu 1.1 basic skelters* - 
staple leas to of feou f hs 
Pl ; ^tic rain ©hells, the cornel© 
ar.d tae shelter test which is 
nothing more than an tapirs* 
table sheet of material, .-van 
o it is only tan points below 
the semi P with nearly half 
marks{ i ) 


this kind of rough eoapaiihon 
caa h redly be used to .rove 
wythin very useful, : oeevsr 
tmnis useful in itsvlf in 
providing * framework toy which 
an Individa 1 can nelp Uiaself 
to rationally decide on what 
shelter ia suitable for hie 
own use by altering the 
em.pha, Is and priorities of the 
criteria po siMy even a< cling 
more criteria of hi© own* 

I'ood production techniques cw 
not be compared in this manner 
a variety of possibilities arise 
from the geographical conditions 
of yo-ir ioc«lity* Cnooss one 
thAt suit© your own tastes 
*h\ ■ lory n • cd b« 


\t.: se f\oir<tv 11 nt* is 3 ot 

scored. 















Conclusion 


Whatever onethinks of the style and functional 
perfousnce of the houses and food we normally 
consume the processes involved are stag&etlft&y 
inefficient when one looks at the «ner c .y/mase that 
have bass used to produce them, When people 
stopped making their own housesfend producing their 
own food)as a cultural nora, the ides was that 
industry could construct houses for then more 
efficiently and wit... better performance leaving 
the® time to do other things* What happened warn 
that the investors created one of their aany- 
•• layered industrial structures free which the creaa 
of profit could be removed at every stage* 
da average modern house uses 200 tons of materials 
transported often hundreds of aUss* Raw materials 
move through a vase energy consuming cycle the only 
human arguesent for which is that it gives more 
people work. Presumably so that they am afford 
on© Of the expensive end products, overkhlch 
th«y have little say! A similar tale may be told 
regarding our food* 

There are is almost every locality resources naturally 
•reliable which with a minimus of imported material 
can be made to produce at the highest quality we 
deserve* allour basic life supports using staple 
techniques and tools* available to all people* 







Cost of such systems in terms of 1 ion©.; * 1« very 
low. 

Satisfaction is eoa.lst© 

(dlooAvaatafo - ao profit for the Investors.?) 
ih« buildings that fire nowadays hilly prised 
for their aesthetic and symbolic appeal ore the 
pietureeque whitewashed country cottage The 
mystification of building techniques Is so complete 
that many people do not know that they were built 
over a summer la a workers spare time toy unskilled 
labour v.i .h mm; Sworn tie actual site. 

With what we know tonay we could do much better. 
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